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Within the next three years, law enforcement and the general public will have a new tool in the fight against sexual predators. 
The Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006, which President Bush signed into law this month, creates a 
national registry of a national sex offenders.  This new database will be accessible through the internet and will provide 
communities with a current photo, description, and miscellaneous information on sex offenders living in their neighborhoods.  
Some communities in North Alabama have already established an extensive website with information on local predators, but 
the new law will strengthen these sites by enabling communities to obtain information on sex offenders registered in other 
communities across our state and the nation.  For more information on the national database, the Adam Walsh Child 
Protection and Safety Act, and other important issues, please visit my website, http://www.cramer.house.gov.
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The U.S. House of Representatives and Senate overwhelmingly approved the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act 
of 2006, which will stiffen penalties and increase requirements for convicted sexual predators.  This legislation, which was 
coauthored by Representative Cramer, was based on the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act, which was 
introduced last year by Representative Cramer and Florida Representative Mark Foley. President Bush signed into law the 
Adam Walsh bill on July 27.  Cramer said, “This is the most comprehensive legislation dealing with sex offenders ever 
passed by Congress.  It gives law enforcement and the general public the tools they need to track sex offenders in their 
neighborhoods and protect our children from these convicted criminals.”

The Oversight Subcommittee of the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence released a report assessing the 
implementation of the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004.  The report provides a snapshot of how 
the goals of the Intelligence Reform Act are being satisfied.  Representative Cramer is the Ranking Democratic Member of 
the Subcommittee.  “This report is a bipartisan effort by the Subcommittee to hold the intelligence community’s feet to the 
fire and make sure that the new intelligence partnership under the Director of National Intelligence works the way it was 
intended,” said Cramer upon release of the report.

Also this month, Congress approved the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, and Coretta Scott King Voting Rights Act 
Reauthorization of 2006, which ensures the rights of all Americans to vote in federal elections.  Specifically, this legislation
reauthorizes the historic Voting Rights Act of 1965 for an additional twenty-five years.

Pictured on the right, Representative Bud Cramer joined Alabama 
Governor Bob Riley and community leaders from across the Shoals area 
this month to break ground on the new North American Lighting plant in 
the Muscle Shoals Airport Industrial Park.  The $21 million, state-of-the-art 
200,000 sq. ft. facility will employ 320 employees and will produce 
automotive signal lamps.  Cramer helped lead efforts to recruit North 
American Lighting to Northwest Alabama.
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